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Every time I see that line in the newsletter plea for 

articles, I feel like a finger 

is pointed directly at me. 

Maybe more than 

pointing, more like 

thumping  me in the chest 

and calling me a wimp. 

(But hey, it worked).  

Do wimps attach 

sidecars to ZX-14s, 

Hayabusa, Concours 14s, 

FJR 1300s, FJ 1100s, or 

K1100 RSs? 

Would a wimp 

passenger in a Yamaha FJ 

1200 / Side Bike Comanche 

ÚÐËÌÊÈÙɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÐÛɀÚɯËÖÐÕÎɯÈɯ

smoking burnout during a 

right hand turn? I did. Did 

I mention that you are 

almost laying flat on your 

back, similar to a Formula car and the sidecar top closes 

over top of you?  

Would a wimp ride in a ZX -14 / Hannigan sidecar 

where the GPS showed a max speed of 85 mph between 

ÛÏÌɯÖÝÌÙÓÖÖÒɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯɁÙÌÚÖÙÛɂɯÖÕɯ#ÌÈÓɀÚɯ&È×ȳɯ-ÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÕÌɯ

son Cody did.  

Would a wimp ride a BMW K1100RS / EML Speed 

2000 on the same route and when getting off the bike at 

ÛÏÌɯɁÙÌÚÖÙÛɂɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÊÖÜ×ÓÌɯÖÕɯÈɯ'ÈàÈÉÜÚÈɯÛÌÓÓɯàÖÜɯɁ6Ìɯ

were upset to be behind a sidecar, thought it would slow 

us down, then in the first corner you left us and we never 

ÚÈÞɯàÖÜɯÈÎÈÐÕɂȳɯ3ÏÈÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕÌËɯÛÖɯÔÌɯÈÕËɯ"ÖËàȭɯ

(Granted that might not have happened if they had been a 

BMW couple with their known superior riding skills.)  

Would you consider a blind in one eye, paralyzed 

from the waist down person who drives a Hayabusa / RDS 

sidecar, pulling a trailer for his wheelchair, and is the 

ÍÈÚÛÌÚÛɯÙÐËÌÙɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÎÙÖÜ×ȱÈɯÞÐÔ×ȳ 

.ÙɯËÖɯÈɯÛÐÙÌɯÚÔÖÒÐÕÎɯƕƜƔɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯɁÉÈÛɯÛÜÙÕɂɯÖÕɯÈɯÛÞÖɯ

lane road? Or stopping your descent into a river by using 

a strategically placed tree wedged between the sidecar and 

the bike? Or had your passenger get whacked in the head 

by road side weeds from leaning out on right hand turns? 

Or just carrying your 14 year old wheelchair bound son in 

the sidecar, pulling a trailer carrying his wheelchair and 

keeping the rest of these crazies at least in sight? Or 

drifting the rear wheel around corners while pulling a 

trailer? Or installing a nitrous kit on a Hayabusa sidecar 

rig? 

Is any of that smart? Well, probably not. Could any of 

that land you in jail, or at least require a traffic lawyer? 
(Continued on page 4) 

SIDECARS FOR WIMPS 
by Mike Currin  
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Out & About by Al Jones 

September 2011 

(ÛɀÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÈɯÉÜÚàɯÊÖÜ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯÔÖÕÛÏÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÓÖÕÎɯÚÐÕÊÌɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚÌÛɯ

×ÌÕɯÛÖɯ×È×ÌÙɯ×ÙÐÖÙɯÛÖɯ,ÈÙÊɀÚɯdrop dead date/time for the newsletter. We did not 

ÔÈÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ+ÈÙÙàɯ!ÖÖÕÌɀÚɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯ

the Roanoke area of Virginia for a couple of days and then on up to 

Pennsylvania for the MOA.  

All reports indicate the meeting went well and was attended by about 18 

members (the only problem seems to have been a beverage mix-up). In VA we 

had a great day of riding the R90S on the Parkway. We even came across a 

nearly 5 foot Eastern Diamondback crossing the road. We visited the National D -

Day memorial there and a particular pleasure was our visit to Thomas 

)ÌÍÍÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÏÖÔÌɯÕÌÈÙɯ+àÕÊÏÉÜÙÎȭɯ3ÏÌɯ2ɯÉÐÒÌɯÎÈÝÌɯÜÚɯÚÖÔÌɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÙÐËÌÚɯÛÖɯ

some great destinations. 

Then we headed up to Pennsylvania in the camper with the bike in tow .In 

Pennsylvania we stayed at a great campground about 10 miles from the MOA 

rally site. We rode north of the Bloomsburg area on a loop the day before the 

rally started. Friends from Pennsylvania, Virginia and North Carolina joined us 

there at the Campground. We started running into Tarheel Travelers as soon as 

we arrived at registration. Everywhere we turned at the rally site it seemed there 

were familiar faces.  

This year there was actually an advantage to pre-registration as those 

individuals went straight to the front of the line. In the past it did not seem to 

make much difference. Campers, tents, bikes, vendors, seminars, bands, food ɬ 

everything for everyone it seems. The vendors hurt me and I think it may be 

some time before the Master Card recovers. Tried to make a couple of seminars 

ÉÜÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÚÐÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÐËÐÊÜÓÖÜÚɯÏÌÈÛɯÛÖɯÓÐÚÛÌÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÓÖÕÎȭɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.tarheelbmw.org
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/nctarheeltravelers/
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/nctarheeltravelers/
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hottest rallies I had ever attended and as a result we did 

not ride near as much as we would have liked in the local 

area. 

Boone campout: A much cooler campout and rally. 

Who can argue with spending time in the Boone area and 

riding NC, TN and VA? Quite a few riders came and went 

between Thursday and Sunday. Our own Tarheel 

Travelers took the award for best club attendance and 

many of our members won door prizes. There was some 

rain to be found every day but 

it did not dampen our riding 

enthusiasm. The rides to 

make, people to visit, food 

and location were all 

memorable. The TT club 

meeting was held Saturday at 

the rally and attended by 

about ten members. I think I 

am going to swear off big, hot 

summer rallies in favor of 

events like the Daniel Boone 

rally, Georgia Mountain rally 

and other rallies held in cooler locations.  

Karol and I have started new projects. We always 

remember the 2002 Yellow R1150RA that we first dated on 

with fondness. We had sold about three bikes this past 

year so we decided to get something similar and obtained 

a 04 R1150RS.We are tailoring it to our needs now. I can 

thank Larry Boone for his impressions of his R1100RS in 

helping us with this. He seems to have really enjoyed that 

bike and I think we will do the same. Another project in 

the works will revolve around a vintage Don Vesco Rabid 

Transit fairing I picked up for a new look on the old Moto 

Guzzi. 

Opportunities to Serve: November is fast 

approaching and there will be opportunities for members 

ÛÖɯÚÌÙÝÌɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯàÌÈÙȭɯ-ÖȮɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÑÖÐÕɯ

any branch of the Armed Services but you can be of 

service to yourself and other club members. There will be 

a number of openings in the club organization. Consider 

working on articles for the newsletter. If you have some 

change or improvement ideas then this could be your 

chance. Both Sandy and I are approaching the end of two 

years in our current positions and we will be looking for 

replacements to step forward. At a minimum we need to 

fill the Prez and Sec/Treasurer positions. Take an active 

role. 

October Meeting and Campout: We need to know if 

you are attending! Many members have asked that we try 

to go back to the campground near Asheboro. So, we plan 

to have a no-brainer style campout at Zooland near 

Asheboro for October and the meeting will be held during 

the campout on Saturday, 15 October. The meeting will be 

on Saturday at 1:00 pm. That way if you are not camping 

but want to ride over to the 

meeting there will be plenty 

of time to ride somewhere 

for leaf watching or lunch 

afterwards. If you want to 

get in on group reservations 

for that weekend then you 

need to contact Prez Al. Just 

go to the website and click on 

the Prez link and send me an 

email. We will have to make 

those reservations the end of 

August or early September. 

3ÏÌɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÛɯ!ÖÔÉÈÙɀÚɯÐÕɯ

Durham then we are back in Fayetteville for the 

-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ2ÛÌÝÌɯÈÕËɯ!ÌÓÝÈɀÚȭɯ*ÌÌ×ɯÛÏÖÚÌɯ

elections in mind for November and bring a stuffed 

animal if you can for their Police assistance drive. 

End of Year: The end of the year is fast approaching 

so try to tally up your mileage and participation points to 

turn in at the December meeting (or email the information 

to me early December). We want to make the 

announcements in January. 

Meeting Hosts: Yes, we are covered for this year, but 

be thinking about 2012.Host a meeting at your house, get 

together with another member to host, pick a spot and 

make arrangements for the club to meet there for a 

ÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯȹÙÌÚÛÈÜÙÈÕÛȮɯÙÌÚÛɯÚÛÖ×ȮɯÉÐÒÌɯÚÏÖ×ɯÌÛÊȱȭȭȺȭɯ"ÖÕÛÈÊÛɯ

me if you have a month in 2012 you would like to sign up 

for. 

Cooler weather approaches and we will be on the 

road even more, so see you out there. 

(Continued from page 2) 

TT  
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Yes. Did the rigs come out unscathed? Yes, most of the 

time. Is it great fun? Yes. 

Granted sidecars are not for everyone. They are very 

different from riding a motorcycle. Like a car they direct 

ÚÛÌÌÙɯÈÕËɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÓÌÈÕɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÙÕÌÙÚȭɯ3ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ

whole asymmetry thing, where left hand corners require a 

little different approach than right hand corners. Plus 

your passenger has a more active role in cornering, by 

shifting their weight to help keep the rig stable.  

All your motorcycle buddies will try to scare you off 

with horror stories of rigs that run off the left side of the 

road when the brakes are touched, or require bungee 

cords from the handlebars to the bike frame to keep the 

ÙÐÎɯÙÖÓÓÐÕÎɯÚÛÙÈÐÎÏÛɯËÖÞÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÈËȭɯ3ÏÌàɀÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÌÓÓɯàÖÜɯ

how slow they are and that you cannot take a right, or left, 

hand corner without flipping over. With some of the rigs 

(ɀÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯÛÙÜÌȭ 

However, a properly setup High Performance Sidecar 

(HPS) (car tires on all three wheels, alternative front end, 

swaybar, etc) will stop in a 

ÚÛÙÈÐÎÏÛɯÓÐÕÌȮɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÈÍÍÌÊÛÌËɯ

by the crown of the road, and 

will not require nearly as 

much steering effort as a more 

traditional sidecar. On straight 

roads and long sweepers a 

solo bike will be able to out 

run a HPS but in the tight 

stuff, such as most of the 

smaller roads feeding the 

parkway the rig will hold its 

own, or depending on the 

riders / drivers, have the 

advantage.  

Sidecarists are seen by non-riders differently than 

ÙÐËÌÙÚȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯÈɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÙÐËÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÖÙÌȮɯ

someone will be standing by the rig to ask you some 

questions, or shout them to you at traffic lights. Sidecars 

are not for the timid or shy. You will never blend in, 

except maybe at a sidecar rally. And forget about going 

anywhere incognito. Just park in front of the local tattoo 

parlor and see how many people will notice and remark 

about it.  

People who would might not  talk to you if you 

pulled up on a motorcycle will ask for a ride in the sidecar 

(this can be good or bad depending on the status of your 

relationship.) At gas stops strangers will ask where the 

handle is to release the sidecar while going down the 

ÙÖÈËȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÈÚÒÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÖɯÔÈÕàɯÛÐÔÌÚɯ(ɀÝÌɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÖÍɯ

ÔÖÜÕÛÐÕÎɯÈɯÏÈÕËÓÌɯÓÈÉÌÓÌËɯɁ6 1-(-&Ȯɯ#.ɯ-.3ɯ/4++Ȯɯ

2(#$" 1ɯ1$+$ 2$ɂɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÐÒÌɯÈÕËɯÚÐËÌÊÈÙȭɯ

[Please do this ! Ed.] 

$ÝÌÕɯÍÌÓÓÖÞɯÙÐËÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÚÜÙÌɯÐÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌÔȭɯ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÛÙÈÕÎÌɯÓÈÕËɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÉÐÒÌÚɯÈÕËɯÊÈÙÚȮɯ

ÈÕËɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÕÖÛɯØÜÐÛÌɯÈɯÛÙÐÒÌȭɯ1ÐËÌÙÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÚÒÌËɯɁ6Ïàɯ

ÞÖÜÓËɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯ×ÜÛɯÈɯÚÐËÌÊÈÙɯÖÕɯÈɯÔÖÛÖÙÊàÊÓÌɂȳɯ

Answer: To make it go faster. Or 

ÚÈÐËɯɁ,ÈàÉÌɯ(ɀÓÓɯÎÌÛɯÈɯÚÐËÌÊÈÙɯ

ÞÏÌÕɯ(ɀÔɯÛÖÖɯÖÓËɯÛÖɯÙÐËÌɂȭɯ

Answer: When I get too old for 

ÚÐËÌÊÈÙÚɯ(ɀÓÓɯÎÌÛɯÈɯÚ×ÖÙÛɯÉÐÒÌ. 

I have owned my 93 

K1100RS / EML Speed 2000 

sidecar for about 11 years now 

and still enjoy riding it. So 

much so that my solo bike 

rarely gets out of the barn. 

During that time it has had a 

few upgrades, including 

swapping out the original leading link front end for center 

hub steering, redesigning the sidecar hub so that toe in 

and camber can be adjusted at the hub instead of at the 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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sidecar attachments, going to 16 inch car tires and wheels, 

installing two calipers on the sidecar brake where one is 

tied to the front brakes and one is tied to the rear, and 

finally, adding a swaybar.  

That is part of the joy of sidecars; there seems to be no 

right or wrong way to do things. There are many different 

opinions on most aspects of building and design. What 

makes the best front-end design; a true center hub steering 

or one with the ball joints offset to give some steering axis 

inclination and scrub radius? Should the sidecar brake tie 

to the front brakes, the back brakes or both? Is a swaybar 

necessary? 

2ÐËÌÊÈÙÐÚÛÚɯÛÌÕËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯɁËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɂȭɯ2ÖÔÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯ

would use a different word, but they have all been 

interesting, welcoming, and good friends.  

(Continued from page 4) 

First off we trailered the bikes to Bloomsburg as the 

forecast was for high 90s to triple digits.   Not our kind of 

riding weather.   We were not alone as several other TT 

members used four wheels to get there.  Prior to leaving I 

checked out the trailer to be sure the wheel bearings were 

greased and tires pumped.  I really had thought about 

putting two new ones on the trailer as those on it were 10 

years old.  They sure looked like they had another trip in 

them.   

Looks are deceiving as one blew in northern VA and 

took the fender off the trailer when it blew.   Thankfully no 

one was tail gating as it could have been real ugly.  As it 

was we were on RT 15 and I was able to get the truck 

stopped in about 50 yards and there was a place I able to 

pull off the road.   (ÛɯÞÈÚɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɀÚɯÍÙÖÕÛɯàÈÙËɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯ

have a choice.  Thirty minutes and spare was on and we 

were back on the road.  I had Sandy look for tire stores on 

her smart phone.  Found a place 20 miles away.  I bought 2 

new tires which are now on the trailer and the spare is 

back to being a spare.  All of that got us to our hotel for 

Wednesday night at about 8pm.  Good thing I had made a 

reservation as all the hotels in the area were sold out for 

that night.  

Thursday morning we drove the 7 miles to the rally 

site, which was held on a very large fairground.   We 

ended up setting up not far from Willie and Bill and kind 

of away from most folks.   Let me just say it was brutally 

hot.  At least Thursday there was a breeze and we found 

the misting tent.   I was sorely tempted to put my cot under 

it.    ÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÕɯÞÌÕÛɯËÖÞÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÔ×ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÔÖÝÌɯÔÜÊÏȭ  It 

was a very hot night in the tent and we had everything 

open we could.  As we wandered around we counted up 

about 15 other TT members, some camping and some 

smart with hotel rooms.   We went through the vender area 

and bought a couple things.  We had a good dinner of 

German food, then went off and checked door 

prizes.  Sandy won one but we had to wait until the 

morning to see what she won. 

The sun lit up the tent before 6am.  We were dressed 

ÈÕËɯÏÈËɯÉÙÌÈÒÍÈÚÛɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯƜÈÔɯÞÏÐÊÏɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕɯÈÛɯ

home.  ,àɯÍÌÌÛɯËÖÕɀÛɯÜÚÜÈÓÓàɯÏÐÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÓÖÖÙɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ

8am.   We had an hour to kill before we could pick up 

2ÈÕËàɀÚɯËÖÖÙɯ×ÙÐáÌȭ  Back to the tent to get water.  We 

brought a case of water with us, which was a good 

thing.    When we finally did get into the country store to 

see what she won it was 50% off a riding suit.  They guy 

ÕÌßÛɯÛÖɯÏÌÙɯÞÖÕɯÈɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÈɯÒÐÕËɯÝÈÚÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÏÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯ

want.   Sandy asked him to wait to see what she got to see 

if a trade could be made.  The trade was made and the 

good folks working the event packed it up.  

It was now 10am and hot and getting hotter.   Since the 

rally folks were kind enough to include some rides in the 

registration booklet, I got the brilliant idea to do one of 

them but do it in the truck and at least get out of the heat/

sun for a few hours.  !ÈÊÒɯÛÖɯ!ÐÓÓɀÚɯÛÌÕÛɯÞÌɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÈÕËɯ

before we knew it we convinced Bill to pack up and leave. 

We were about 45 minutes behind him.  This was the 

hottest MOA national I have ever been to.  We saw no 

point in sweating like crazy in the 100+ temp.   We spent 

the night in Gettysburg PA on the way home and arrived 

in Raleigh about 4 on Saturday.  By 5 the truck and trailer 

were unloaded.  When the weather cools off I will look at 

putting the right side fender back on.     

MOA Rally Report by Pete Osta 

TT  

TT  
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After relying on a tank mounted map 

holder, copying maps, Post-it notes, and often 

getting lost with my wife on one of our weekend 

rides, I finally decided to spend some money on 

a glove-friendly GPS. 

My investigations led me to the Nuvi 550 

which has a list price of $100 cheaper than the 

Zumo 220 and $50 less than the Garmin Dakota. 

I found a nice package deal that included the 

GPS and RAM mounts for around $250. 

The Nuvi 550 had the four things that I 

wanted in a GPS: 1] ease of navigation, 2] a 

battery that would last more than a couple of 

hours, 3] glove friendly and 4] waterproof. 

!ÓÜÌÛÖÖÛÏɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÈɯÕÌÊÌÚÚÐÛàɯÍÖÙɯÔÌȭ 

Navigation  

One drawback of the 550 is that you can 

only program waypoints into the unit and then 

allow it to pick your route. Sometimes this works just fine, 

ÉÜÛɯÚÖÔÌÛÐÔÌÚɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÛÈÒÌÕɯÖÕɯÈɯÔàÚÛÌÙàɯÛÖÜÙɯÖÍɯ

neighborhoods or into a labyrinth of city streets before 

arriving at the next waypoint. A way to get around this is 

to set waypoints before and after each intersection where 

you want to turn, and also set them in the middle of the 

road you want to travel to if it looks like an alternative 

route may be chosen by the GPS. 

After a few rides of preprogramming the 550 with 

waypoints using the Tyre computer program (below), and 

knowing what to look for when programming, the 

unexpected routes can usually be avoided. Although one 

time in Raleigh, the GPS wanted to take me zigzagging 

around downtown instead of just going one block over 

and one block up. Luckily I knew where I was going.  

Using the Tyre instead of MapSource  

I first tried using the latest version of MapSource with 

ÛÏÌɯƙƙƔȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÔÈ×ÚɯÞÌÙÌÕɀÛɯËÌÛÈÐÓÌËɯÌÕÖÜÎÏȮɯ

and MapSource draws routes in straight lines instead of 

drawing them along the actual roads.  

A friend of mine in our company motorcycle group 

who lives in England told us about the Tyre computer 

program for TomTom and Garmin devices. This is 

freeware and written by Jan Boersma in the Netherlands.

(http://www.janboersma.nl/gett/index.php)  

3àÙÌɯÚÛÈÕËÚɯÍÖÙɯɁ3ÙÈÊÌɯ8ÖÜÙɯ1ÖÜÛÌɯ ÕàÞÏÌÙÌɂȭɯ6ÏÌÕɯ

I first used Tyre at the end of 2010, it was more oriented 

toward the TomTom devices, which may be more popular 

in Europe. Since then, some Garmin features have been 

added which make it easier to load waypoints into the 550.  

Tyre works with Google maps, so the maps are always 

up to date. The program imports, exports, and allows the 

user to create routes. The files are easy to upload the file 

because Tyre detects when the Garmin is connected to the 

computer. I highly recommend Tyre. If you start using it, I 

encourage you to send a PayPal donation so the updates 

keep coming! 

Allowing the Nuvi 550 to Create a Route  

Once the waypoint file has been loaded into the 

&ÈÙÔÐÕȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÜÛÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ&ÈÙÔÐÕɯ3ÖÖÓÚɯɤɯ

My Data / Import Route From File menu does this. Select a 

route and click the Import button and the good old 

Garmin software displays the route. Remember that only 

waypoints can be uploaded to the 550 and then the 

&ÈÙÔÐÕɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÙÖÈËÚɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÛÈÒÌȭ 

If there are already too many routes loaded, a message 

ÚÈàÐÕÎɯɁ3ÖÖɯÔÈÕàɯÐÛÌÔÚɯÚÌÓÌÊÛÌËɂɯÈ××ÌÈÙÚȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÔÌÈÕÚɯ

that there are too many routes already saved in memory 

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÙÖÖÔɯÍÖÙɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÖÕÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ3ÖÖÓÚɯɬ My Data 

ɬ Delete Custom Route(s) menu must be used to make 

room for the new route.  

Being a former TomTom-only user, I found the 

Garmin menus confusing when I first started using it. 
(Continued on page 7) 

The Garmin Nuvi 550 and 

Tyre Navigation Software 
by Kelly Mills  
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3ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÉÈÚÐÊÈÓÓàɯÛÞÖɯÔÌÕÜɯÊÈÛÌÎÖÙÐÌÚȮɯɁ6ÏÌÙÌɯ3ÖȳɂɯÈÕËɯ

Ɂ3ÖÖÓÚɂȭɯ.ÕÊÌɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÈÙɯÞÐÛÏɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÔÌÕÜɯÛÖɯÜÚÌȮɯ

things are somewhat easier. 

System settings can be set for Driving, Walking, 

Bicycling or Scootering. These settings actually set other 

menus for route preferences and avoidances, which allows 

you to avoid things like highways or unpaved roads.  

A micro SD card can be used to add more memory to 

ÛÏÌɯÜÕÐÛȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÛÙÐÌËɯÛÏÐÚȭɯ6Èà×ÖÐÕÛɯÍÐÓÌÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯ

ÓÖÈËÌËɯÖÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÙËȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÐÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÙËɯÖÙɯ

internal memory is used to store routes. The manual 

ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÌÐÛÏÌÙȭɯ%ÖÙɯÕÖÞȮɯ(ɀÔɯÊÖÕÛÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ

having about 12 stored routes and deleting one of them if 

needed. 

The 550 must share some of the same software as the 

Dakota because geocaching items are included in Where 

To? menu on the 550. 

Battery 

The battery life on the 550 is only a few hours, and 

ÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯÉÈÛÛÌÙàɯÓÌÝÌÓɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÖÙɯËÐÚ×ÓÈàÌËɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÝÐÌÞÐÕÎɯ

ÛÏÌɯÔÈ×ȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÓÖÖÒÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯ/ÖÞÌÙÓÌÛɯÔÐÕÐ-USB 

ÈËÈ×ÛÌÙÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌÔɯÙÜÕÕÐÕÎɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯȜƙƔȮɯ(ɀÝÌɯËÌÊÐËÌËɯ

to get a Powerlet-to-cigarette adapter and just use the 

power connector that came with the unit.  

Glove Friendly  

The 550 allows you to scroll the map and set 

waypoints by using the touch screen to drag and select, 

similar to a PDA. This works, but not too well. When I 

drag the map to check on what roads the GPS has selected, 

the map moves, but sometimes very slowly, and it always 

asks if I want to save a new waypoint in my route. The 

!ÈÊÒɯÉÜÛÛÖÕɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÚÌÓÌÊÛÌËɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚȭɯ3ÖÖɯÉÈËɯÐÛɀÚɯ

not more responsive and more PDA-like, but the 

touchscreen is useable. The screen is glove friendly, and I 

use it with both lined and unlined gloves. Buttons are 

large enough to select, but the screen drag function 

ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÞÖÙÒɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÛɯÈÓÓɯÞÐÛÏɯÎÓÖÝÌÚɯÖÕȭ 

Waterproof  

The Nuvi 550 has the same level of waterproof as the 

Zumo GPS models. There is a rubber closure for the mini 

USB socket, and for the battery / SD card cover. The case 

has open slots for the speaker, but I have no reason to 

doubt that it would weather a rain shower just fine.  

Lack of Bluetooth  

3ÏÌɯƙƙƔɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯ!ÓÜÌÛÖÖÛÏɯÊÈ×ÈÉÐÓÐÛàȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯ

sure I want a GPS telling me in my headset when the next 

ÛÜÙÕɯÐÚɯÖÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÙÌÊÈÓÊÜÓÈÛÐÕÎȭɯ(ɀÔɯ.*ɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÐÛȭ 

 ÛɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ3ÈÙÏÌÌÓɯ3ÙÈÝÌÓÌÙɀÚɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯ(ɯÈÚÒÌËɯ/ÌÛÌɯ

Osta if he used the Bluetooth audio from his Zumo. He 

ÚÈÐËɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÈÕËɯÙÌÓÐÌÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÌÈɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÖ×ɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

unit that indicates the distance to the next turn or 

waypoint and the road name. I also do this. A quick glance 

is all that is needed to see when you need to turn. 

Apparently, some of the 550 units that sold outside of 

the US also include Bluetooth. The help menu mentions 

that it can be activated from settings. This would have 

ÉÌÌÕɯÕÐÊÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÔàɯÜÕÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÐÛɯÈÕËɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯ

on the US Garmin web page. 

My Setup  

I struggled with the idea of getting a utility shelf for 

above the speedometer and tachometer on my RT, but 

ËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ(ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÖÒÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ&/2ɯÐÚÕɀÛɯ

mounted on the bike. I settled on a RAM mount ball on 

the unused left mirror mount. Just like the other RAM 

components, the Nuvi 550 RAM GPS cradle is built like a 

brick and secures the unit very well. I got a Glare Stomper 

sunshade on eBay that helps a bit with the glare, but 

makes it a little hard to turn the unit on and off.  

The bottom line is that I recommend the Garmin 550 

as an alternative to the more expensive Zumo line of GPS 

ÜÕÐÛÚȭɯ(ÍɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÖÕÌɯÛÏÐÕÎɯ(ɯÞÖÜÓËɯÊÏÈÕÎÌȮɯ(ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯ

ability to load routes in addition to waypoints from the 

ÊÖÔ×ÜÛÌÙɯÚÖɯ(ɀËɯÒÕÖÞɯÌßÈÊÛÓàɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÙÖÈËÚɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÛÈÒÐÕÎȭɯ

For more information, see the Garmin web site or 

gpscity.com for videos of the Garmin Nuvi 550.  

(Continued from page 6) 

TT  

BEWARE 

Old BMWs and their parts are in even more demand than you may think. Yes, motorcycles other than Harleys and 600 

sport bikes are the target of thieves. See this message below regarding a recent theft and keep your eyes open: 

My 1971 BMW R75-5 was just stolen over the weekend from my garage in Red Springs NC. It has its original paint job 

(gray with blue pin striping), the big 7 -gallon tank, and a black Luftmeister fairing. No saddle bags or luggage rack. It 

also has a dropped valve, a busted piston, a frozen front end, shot rear brakes, a slipping clutch, and dry-rotted tires 

and seat, not even good for parts. If anyone sees this machine (and the miserable thief), it'll be worth a thousand bucks 

to me to get his name and address. Or just call the cops. Thanks for your help. 

David Kirschbaum [squiretoad@hotmail] 
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Tarheel Traveler Calendar 
 

9/3 - 1st Saturday Ride, 10:00 a.m. Gassed up and ready to ride at 10:00 a.m. at Capitol BMW , 4209 Atlantic Avenue, 

Raleigh, NC, (919) 834-5111, (GPS N35 84.075 W78 60.148) and at Carolina Euro , 2407 Greengate Drive, Greensboro, NC 

(GPS N36 01.592 W79 48.083)  

9/4 - TriadRiders 1 st Sunday ride - 9:00 a.m. Gassed up and ready to ride at 9:00.  Cheesecake by Alex, 315 South Elm 

Street, Greensboro, NC (GPS N36 04.195 W79 47.422)  

9/11 - 2nd Sunday Ride - 10:00 a.m. Breakfast at 9:00 a.m., gassed up and ready to ride at 10:00 a.m. McDonalds , 36 Lowes Drive, 

Pittsboro, NC 27312 (N35 44.664 W79 09.934) 

9/14 - 2nd Wednesday TT Dinner, 7:00 pm.  Sweet Tomatoes, 2310 Walnut Street, Cary, NC 27511 (GPSN35 45.259 W78 

44.489) 

9/18 - Monthly Meeting -  11:30 a.m. tire kicking, 1:00 pm meeting with lunch served afterward , !ÖÔÉÈÙɀÚɯ!ÌÌÔÌÙÚȮɯƕƖƛ-B 

Wolfpack Lane, Durham, NC 27704 (N36 03.287 W78 52.296) 

9/21 - 3rd Wednesday Dinner - 6:30 p.m. Elizabeth Pizza, 2454 Hope Mills Road, Hope Mills, NC 28348 (GPS N35 00.461 

W78 58.016) 

9/24 - Destination Ride - 9:00 a.m. Gassed up and ready to ride at 9:00 at the BP Station, 5016 Spring Forest Road, Raleigh, 

NC (GPS N35 51.359 W78 33.399)   The ride is cancelled if it is raining.  

 

 

For additional event/rally dates be sure to check the TT website www.tarheelbmw.org 
 

September 2011  
 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed Thurs  Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 

1st Sat Ride 

Raleigh/

Greensboro 

4 

1st Sun Ride 

Greensboro 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 

2nd Sun Ride  

Pittsboro  

12 13 14 

2nd Wed 

TT Dinner  

 

15 16 17 

18 

Monthly TT 

Meeting  

Durham  

19 20 21 

3rd Wed 

TT Dinner  

Hope Mills  

 

22 23 24 

Destination 

TT Ride  

Raleigh  

25 26 27 28 29 30  

http://www.tarheelbmw.org
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The Chairless Meeting Place ï Sunday November 18th 

!ÖÔÉÈÙɀÚɯ!ÌÌÔÌÙÚ 

127-B Wolfpack Lane, Durham, NC 27704  

(N36 03.287 W78 52.296) 

From the  South:  
I40 west to Durham Freeway NC 147. 

Durham Freeway north to exit 12A to US 15-BR. 

US 15-BR north 3.7 miles to Old Oxford Road. 

Old Oxford Road north 1.9 miles to Wolfpack Lane.  

Left on Wolfpack Lane to 127-B. 

 

From the West: 
I85 north to exit 177 to US 15-BR. 

US 15-BR 1.5 miles to Old Oxford Road.   

Old Oxford Road north 1.9 miles to Wolfpack Lane.  

Left on Wolfpack Lane to 127-B. 

2011 Meeting Hosts  

Jul: Larry and Gloria Boone Oct: Zooland No Brainer Campout  

Aug: Daniel Boone Rally Nov: Steve & Belva Brunner 

2Ì×ȯɯ!ÖÔÉÈÙɀÚɯ!ÌÌÔÌÙÚ Dec:  Al Jones & Karol Harvey 



                        Posts from the Tarheel Traveler Yahoo Forum                 F O R U M                       

 

C
H
A
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R 
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MOA 2011  

For those that did not go to this years MOA you 

missed a perfect chance to truely cook yourself. To say 

it was hot would be an understatement. Our riding 

consisted of getting the bikes out of the trailer and 

parking them along side it then putting them back in 

the trailer when we left early.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------Pete 

 

Re: MOA 2011  

I didn't miss the chance to cook myself, but I did it 

RIDING 1600 miles to AMA Vintage Days at the Mid 

Ohio Sports Car Course. It was very hot and we took 

3 days to ride up and 1 day to ride back. The highlight 

on the way up was Ohio route 555, which we rode the 

full length, from US 50 near the Ohio River to OH 669 

near Crooksville. That was as far as we could ride 

since the road was Closed Ahead. We tried anyway, 

but there was equipment parked across the road and 

official men in orange vests. It was a truly great ride 

for 50 miles. You shouldn't miss it and I'll make it a 

must ride each time I make the pilgrimage to Vintage 

Days. 

----------------------------------------------------------------Marc  

 

Re: MOA 2011  

Hey Pete, why don't you sell the BMW to me and buy 

a Harley? I looked for you at the rally to see if you 

wanted to go on some great rides. I had a blast. Of 

course I could have done without the blast from those 

good awful flame cars. Got home last night. 1734 

miles and lots of smiles. Oh yeah, and lots of sweat 

too. This rally forced me to buy that new mesh jacket 

from Scorpion; much cooler than my old "summer 

jacket" from Belstaff. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------Jerry 

 

Re: MOA 2011  

Being a poor man, I made do with a Chilly Pad from 

Frogger Toggs. Replenished it with cold water from 

an ice chest and I wore it riding or walking around to 

a great relief from the heat. On the bike (K1200LT 

with wings removed), I augmented that with a pump -

up mister and a camel back bags with ice water. Oh 

yeah, I wore my mesh jacket as well. All-in-all 

survivable to include a late day dash on Wednesday 

up I -81 from Staunton, VA to Mechanicsburg, PA and 

the relief of a friends home, a non-stop, 208 mile sit 

down. Oh Lord, give those lush green, cool mountains 

upon which to ride (on the way back.) I estimate there 

will be some introspective questions for next year's 

rally before anyone signs on the dotted line to go. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------Bill  

 

Re: MOA 2011  

I understand that next year's BMW MOA National 

Rally will be in Missouri. A friend suggested this as 

the rally theme: "Missouri, because Pennsylvania 

wasn't freakin' hot enough." I'm glad most members 

survived the heat although at least a dozen people 

went to he hospital with heat exhaustion issues. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------Lee 

 

Ashville Dealer  

According to a friend that lives in Ashville the new 

dealer there is now open. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------Pete 

 

Re: Ashville Dealer  

I've been away, though I heard they opened 8/2. 

Haven't had the chance to stop in yet. 

--------------------------------------------------------------Wayne 

 

New 'used' Bike  

Today I traded my 06 K1200GT in on a used 2010 

R1200RT that had all of 720 miles on it. The guy 

traded it in for a K1600GTL. The RT has all the bells 

and whistles including a top case and a BMW Nav IV. 

Since I have a NAV IV Sandy now has one also. We 

will probably sell her zumo 550.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------Pete 

 

Re: New 'used' Bike  

Pete...  Why would you go from a "K" bike to an "R" 

bike?  

-----------------------------------------------------------------Dave 

 

Re:  New 'used' Bike  

I switched from K to R for ease of maintenance. Doing 

anything on the latest generation K beyond tire 

changes and oil changes gets real difficult real fast. R 

bikes are simple by nature and easy to work on. I have 

owned 3 other R bikes including a R1100RT so it is not 

ÓÐÒÌɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÖȭɯ3ÏÌɯ1ɯ

handles every bit as well as the K. Just have to pay 

more attention to what gear one is in, R bikes like 

revs. And the biggest reason of all is my wife, Sandy, 

says it is pretty and my other bikes have all been dull.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------Pete 
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The Market Place  

Anderson Powerpole connectors  for DC power 
interconnection/distribution for your motorcycles. Several 
members are already using these rugged connectors with 
great success. See Brian Youngôs website at www.alt-
moto.com for more information. You can also call Brian at 
919-954-2178 or email him at brianyoung@alt-moto.com.  

   

$3.00 off  

      One coupon per table 

324 W Rosemary St. 

Chapel Hill, NC 

(919) 967-7110 

Breadmenôs 

�7�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���2�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���5�L�G�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R�«���(�[�W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���'�U�L�Y�H�U�V 
10% Credit if you mention this ad !!   

http://www.motomark1.com  

1969 CB750 K1. Frame   
# CB750 1001621. Sand 
cast. Reproduction repaint 
was done in England. 
Exhaust orig. 300 part 
number. No expense was 
spared in rebuilding the 
engine, new pistons, new 
valves, new rods, 
everything. $17,000. Must 
be picked up. Deposit req. Pics avail.  Very Collectible.  
Contact George Ratterman at globalmoto@yahoo.com. 

1993 Yamaha GTS 1000. 
Bike of the future (in 
1993). 19K miles, RADD 
front end, Givi keyless 
bags, HeliBars, Euro 
headlight w/relays, MRA 
windscreen, R1100 
mirrors, chain oiler, Fiamm 
horns, D&D slip on. Trade 
for Thruxton, Monster, 
Bonneville, or $4500. Call Mike Currin (910) 897-3230 or 
mcur123@embarqmail.com. 

1983 R80RT. Prev.owner 
installed R100 cylinders, 
pistons, carbs. Single wide 
Tour T sidecar with 
windshield, tonneau cover, 
soft top, fairing lowers. 
EML leading link front end 
with 15 inch car tires on all 
3 wheels. $8,000. Call 
Mike Currin (910) 897-
3230 or Mcur123@embarqmail.com 

http://www.alt-moto.com
http://www.alt-moto.com
mailto:brianyoung@alt-moto.com

