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Some of you may have noticed my invite for a NC 

Foothills Ride back in May. I actually did one of those at 

the end of April as well as May 21. The April one had a 

nice motley group join in. The May one, not so much. 

Perhaps word 

spread that I leave 

too early, ride a bit 

too long, perhaps 

travel a bit too 

ÚÓÖÞɯÖÙɯËÖÕɀÛɯÍÐÕËɯ

the best cuisine. 

For whatever 

reason, I did most 

of this ride 

unaccompanied. 

Still I have had 

folks ask about the 

route I took as 

well as how it 

turned out. The 

overview of the 

initial plan was to 

head west towards 

Boone until 421 

starts up the 

mountain. At this point I would head northeast running 

along the base of the Blue Ridge until north of Elkin. Then 

I would meander through the piedmont back home, in 

Hillsborough. The plan included a variety of roads and 

road surfaces and terrain as well as sufficient stops along 

the way to not feel pushed. My only real commitment was 

to be back in Hillsborough by 6 pm.  

Once I started to figure the roads I wanted to travel I 

realized there were too many for one day. I backed off on 

a few, marked some as must ride, others as optional, and 

some would have to be done on another trip. Other than 

the roads to get up towards Boone and back from 

Martinsville, I tried to keep on as little traveled roads as 

possible. Still the day required a plan with an intended 

route in order to be back home when I needed to be. With 

those figured in, I backed up the day from 6 pm and 

realized what I really wanted to do required I leave about 

5 AM. This I also realize was NOT what I really wanted to 

do. Things were adjusted, concessions made and a new 

departure time of 

7:30 seemed more 

reasonable. I 

know there are 

some who would 

groan at being at a 

meet up point at 

7:30 gassed and 

ready to go on a 

Saturday 

morning. Thus it 

seemed the day 

would start with 

just me and my 

bike. 

I left Weaver 

Street Market in 

Hillsborough at 

7:40.There were a 

few folks who 

said, if you see 

me, I am going. Thus I waited a few moments. There was 

a BMW R-CL there but evidently not to ride out with me. I 

snuck out of Hillsborough by the back way through the 

trees, by the river and all to quickly was on I 40. 8 lanes 

turned to 6 to 4. We have all done this. Seldom are there 

times when that highway is empty now. Today was no 

different. I set the cruise at 73.5 mph (GPS wise) and made 

my way to the first stop for breakfast. The landmark place 

is the Liberty Restaurant in Lewisville. It is complete with 

ÈɯƕƔɯÍÛɯɁ2ÛÈÛÜÌɯÖÍɯ+ÐÉÌÙÛàɂɯÖÜÛɯÍÙÖÕÛȭɯȹ6ÌÓÓɯÐÛɯÊÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯƕƖɯ

feet). 
(Continued on page 4) 

North Carolina Foothills Tour  
by Stephen Durham 
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Out & About by Al Jones 

July 2011 

Our County Park Picnic has come and gone. The weather was great (warm 
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good food and a great location. Menu items consisted of Angus Burgers, 

Bratwurst, all the trimmings and then ice cream for dessert. Kevin Nipper and I 

shared the grill duties but numerous other members pitched in to help set -up 

and tear down as well as bring additional ice, beverages, coolers and chairs. It 

was a pleasant day and a great way for the members to get together as you can 

see from the photos. Thanks to Vince who encouraged this event a few years 

back and to Larry Boone and Phillip Meyers who really kicked it off that first 

year. 

Willie brought to our attention the potential of a replacement location for 
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Pittsboro on 15/501 has started opening on Sunday mornings and is serving 

breakfast items to bikers [see last page...Ed.]. The location is next to the Lowes 

and is already attracting quite a few riders there on Sundays. Each time I have 

made it up recently, I have seen a number of members and familiar riders from 

days past. 

It has recently been pointed out to me that numerous service and repair 

options exist for those of us with older mounts. Steve Brunner pointed out the 

following possibilities on our Web Page Link section:  

BMW Service/Repair Shops 

  Bombars Beemers, Durham, NC  

  TJ'S Beemer Motorcycle Service, Liberty, NC  

 Richard Cockman - rcbmw@webtv.net Greensboro, NC 

Another recent link that the MOA has highlighted should be familiar to 

many of us who went to the Johnson City rally a few years back ɬ Ɂ3ÏÌɯ
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the area and could be useful if you are going to the Boone Rally in August. 

www.southerndozen.com  

Thanks to Emily, Kevin and the other dedicated members who participated 

in the recent roadside clean-up. This is a small civic service we render to the 

community and it would be great to see some new faces at the next event.  

3ÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÈÛɯ+ÈÙÙàɯÈÕËɯ&ÓÖÙÐÈɯ!ÖÖÕÌɀÚɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÐÕɯ)ÜÓàȭɯ*ÈÙÖÓɯÈÕËɯ(ɯ

will be on the road with the goal of attending the Bloomsburg MOA rally. We 

will head up the Saturday before and do some riding in Virginia before going 

on to Pa the following Tuesday. I have heard quite a few members mention that 

they are going and we hope to see you there amongst the crowds.  

Thanks to all and hope to see you on the road and in Pa next month. 

http://www.tarheelbmw.org
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/nctarheeltravelers/
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/nctarheeltravelers/


Tarheel Traveler Newsletter                                                            3 July 2011 

Annual Picnic Meeting at Harris Lake Park  
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Food there was quick and simple and adequate for the 

day. No food pictures were taken but imagine a fastfood 

biscuit on a real plate, a real glass of orange juice and 

there you have it. The place is a nice diner and the 

previous time I had a very nice omelet there. It is worth a 

stop if traveling west. If you a part of a big group on a 

Saturday morning you might have to wait a 

little.  

Next stop was for gas in Wilkes County. I 

was meeting one person from Wilkes there. 

Since it was a long day ride I was trying to take 

some intentional breaks and this was one. So I 

got gas, met Fred, bought a little snack to have 

on the bike and freshened up. I had again used 

the cruise again up to this point (NC 16 and US 

421) but it would not be used again till close to 

Martinsville on the way home. Thus the wide 

highways now were down to beginning on 2 

lanes and some one lane sections. 

Since Fred was on a dual sport I checked 

with him about his comfort on gravel. I had a 

few options but the first choice in those included several 

sections of gravel road for the day. In a joking but serious 

way, I let him know that if he said yes, he could pass me 

at any point and wait for me where the pavement began 

again. The choice was to include gravel so two roads were 

included, Old NC 16 up the mountain and then Haystack 

Rd in Surry county. Fred was going to ride with me for 

part of the day around Wilkes then get home for a 

birthday party. Little did I know just how short his ride 

with me would be?  

So there are a number of images acquired that 

document this ride. How that was done is by a camera 

mount on the bike. It was made easy enough with a Ram 

Mount reservoir mount, extension, and camera mount. I 

try to place it so it will catch an edge of the windshield to 

give some sense of perspective. The camera I use takes 

almost good pictures. The slick feature of using it however 

is that it is water, shock and cold resistant. So I 

can mount it and not worry about it. The other 

thing is I can set it to cut on and take a picture, 

cut back off, the wait and repeat this. The 

camera is an Pentax Optio W60. I set the focus 

and zoom and interval shooting and then start 

it and let it do its stuff. There was a mistake in 

the number of shots it was to take before 

turning off. Some very nice places traveled 

through were missed because of that. So there is 

a reason for some return trips. 

Once Fred and I head out together, we run up 

16 towards Millers Creek but quickly cut off on 

Congo Rd and then Fish Dam rd. These run 

across to old 421. This is the land of my 

grandparents and great grandparents. I still 

remember most of the humps and bumps in 

that road. If riding up to Boone, it presents a nice 

alternative route that would only add 10 minutes to the 

trip over if you remained on the main highway (US 421). 

The old bending two lane road winds down to the upper 

×ÈÙÛÚɯÖÍɯ+ÌÞÐÚɀÚɯ%ÖÙÒɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÐÛɯÙÌÑÖÐÕÚɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÐÕɯÙÖÈËȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯ

section of 4 lanes is short lived as we use it only to get to 

the next 2 lane road 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 


